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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 ALEXAN 00822 110909Z 
ACTION INR-07 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO EUR- 12 L-03 PM-05 /038 W 

088682 111926Z/41 

R 081615Z AUG 77 
FM AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 
TO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1111 

SECRET ALEXANDRIA 0822 

CAIRO FOR USDAO, RPT MIL ADDEES AS APPROPRIATE 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, MILI, EG, UR 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE DELIVERY OF MILITARY CARGO TO EGYPT BY SOVIET SHIP 
REF: CAIRO USDAO 0613 17Z AUG 77 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUBJECT SOVIET VESSEL REFTEL, NAME GIVEN AS "SKVORTSOV STEPANOV" 

BY REFTEL SOURCE AND LOCAL PRESS, IS CARRIED AS "SVORTSOV-STEPANOV" 

BY 1977 RECORD OF AMERICAN BUREAU OF SHIPPING AND WEEKLY LLOYD'S 
SHIPPING INDEX. JULY 22 INDEX STILL SHOWS LAST REPORT ON SVORTSOV- 
STEPANOV AS DEPARTING ALEXANDRIA JUNE 8 BOUND FOR ODESSA. 

2. CONGEN SPOTTED SHIP AT MILITARY QUAY (BERTH 47) SOON AFTER ARRIVAL 
16 JULY 1977. SHE DEPARTED 2 AUGUST 1977. 

3. ACCESS TO MILITARY QUAY IS FIFTY YARDS FROM MAIN EAST/WEST ROAD 
INSIDE PORT, WHERE GUARDED ENTRANCE DENOTES BEGINNING OF MILITARY 
ZONE. BERTH 47 IS AT FAR END OF QUAY AND MAKING OUT NAMES OF VESSELS 
ESPECIALLY BLACK CYRILLIC LETTERS ON GREY PAINT OF BOW) IS DIFFICULT 
TO 

DO DRIVING DISCREETLY BY. SVORTSOV-STEPANOV WAS DEDUCED WHEN NAME 
APPEARED IN SHIPPING NEWS (UNUSUAL FOR VESSELS WITH MILITARY CARGOS). 

SOVIET SHIP IN SAME BERTH LEAVING DAY BEFORE THIS VESSEL WAS NOT 
REPORTED UPON DEPARTURE. NAME WAS FOUR LETTER WORD FOLLOWED BY ABOUT 
SECRET 
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TEN LETTER WORD. 

4. CONGEN PASSED AREA (ON MAIN ROAD) ALMOST EVERY DAY. WE IDENTIFIED 
MUCH OF CARGO, WHICH WAS BEING DEPOSITED OUTSIDE MILITARY ZONE, AS 
LARGE DIAMETER PIPES AND CRATES POSSIBLY HOLDING MACHINERY, DESTINED 
FOR "EL TABBIN GENERATING PLANT"(EL TABBIN IS JUST SOUTH OF HEI.WAN. 

TWENTY MILES BELOW CAIRO). 
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5. IT POSSIBLE PART OF CARGO WAS MILITARY SUPPLIES, BUT FREQUENT 
DAYLIGHT RECONNIASANCE SHOWED ONLY ABOVE TYPE MATERIAL. 

6. ARMED GUARDSfPARA C REFTEL) ALWAYS IN EVIDENCE AT MILITARY QUAY. 
"IOKING IN ARABIC' 1 THAT CARGO WAS AMMUNITION AND SPARE PARTS MAY HAVE 
BEEN IUST THAT-BITTER IOKE THAT RUSSIA IS SENDING NONE. FREQUENT 

USE OF MILITARY QUAY FOR NON MILITARY GOODS WOULD ACCOUNT FOR SOME 
RAIL TRANSPORT REQUIREMENT, NORMAL EGYPTIAN ARMY USE FOR OTHER CARGO 
THAN WEAPONRY COULD ACCOUNT FOR MORE (AN EGYPTIAN FREIGHTER HAS BEEN 
LYING AT BERTH 46, NEARER ROAD, FOR SOME WEEKS). 

CHASE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY EQUIPMENT, CARGO SHIPS, ALLEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 08-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ALEXAN00822 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770289-1143 
Format: TEL 
From: ALEXANDRIA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770887/aaaacvrx.tel 

Line Count: 74 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 7bdd5160-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION INR 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 CAIRO 61317 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1680149 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBLE DELIVERY OF MILITARY CARGO TO EGYPT BY SOVIET SHIP 
TAGS: PINR, MILI, EG, UR 
To: CAIRO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7bdd5160-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



